Alt Text Best Practices for Blog Images

Alt text (alternative text) is crucial for several important reasons:

1.

Accessibility: Many users rely on screen readers to consume content. This
includes people who are blind, have low vision, or have cognitive disabilities that
make it easier to process text than images. Without alt text, these users miss out
on important visual information.

SEO Benefits: Search engines can't "see" images, but they can read alt text.
Good alt text helps search engines understand your content better, potentially
improving your rankings and making your content more discoverable.

Technical Backup: If an image fails to load due to slow internet connections or
broken links, alt text appears in its place, preserving the meaning and context for
all users.

. Legal Compliance: Many jurisdictions require websites to be accessible,

including proper image descriptions. Following alt text best practices helps meet
these requirements (like ADA compliance in the US or EAA in the EU).

This guide will help you implement these principles effectively.

Core Principles

Be concise but descriptive (generally 125 characters or less)
Focus on conveying the purpose and meaning of the image
Consider the context of the surrounding content

Avoid redundancy with nearby text or captions



What to Include

For Photographs

Subject matter - who or what is the focus
Setting/location if relevant

Important actions or emotions

Key visual details that matter to understanding
Color only when significant to meaning

For Charts/Graphs

Chart type (bar chart, line graph, etc.)
Type of data being shown

Key trends or patterns

Important data points

Time period if applicable

For lllustrations/Diagrams

What the illustration represents

Key components or steps shown
Direction of flow if showing a process
Relationship between elements

Example Formats

Photography

74 Good: "Woman in business attire smiling while presenting to colleagues in modern
conference room" ) Poor: "Business presentation" or "Photo of woman talking"

Data Visualization

%4 Good: "Bar chart showing monthly sales growth from January to June 2024, with highest
peak in March" ){ Poor: "Sales chart" or "Graph with bars"

lllustrations

"4 Good: "Diagram showing water cycle process: evaporation from ocean, cloud formation, and

rainfall over mountains" )¢ Poor: "Water cycle illustration" or "Nature diagram"



Common Mistakes to Avoid

Starting with "Image of" or "Picture of"
Including text already present in captions
Using overly technical or decorative language
Leaving out crucial context

Including purely decorative details
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Special Cases

Decorative Images

e If an image is purely decorative with no informational value, use an empty alt="" attribute
e Examples: background patterns, divider lines, purely aesthetic elements

Complex Infographics

e Provide a brief overview in alt text
e Include detailed description in the main content
e Consider adding a separate long description using aria-describedby

Brand Logos

e Include company name
e Add "logo" if it's specifically a logo
e Example: "Netflix logo" not just "Netflix"
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